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In 2019 I’m planning a year list to see how many birds I can see in the UK during the year. I’m hoping 
to get more than 250 but not having done a year list for many years I’m not sure how easy that will 
be. I have previously reached the 200 milestone on 9 occasions – 289 (1996), 239 (1998), 227 (1987), 
224 (1988), 220 (1999), 219 (1997), 209 (1990), 207 (2001) and 201 (2000). Reaching 250 would make 
it my second best year ever.

In 1996 I achieved 289 which I don’t think I will ever beat as this involved trips to Scotland, the 
Farne Islands, Cumbria, Tyne and Wear, Cleveland, the Scillies twice, Cheshire, Cornwall 6 times, 
Devon 5 times, North Wales 3 times and Norfolk twice. Also  more ‘local’ visits to Worcestershire, 
Gloucestershire, Nottinghamshire, Kent, Somerset, Staffordshire, South Wales, Dorset, Surrey, Sussex 
and Wiltshire. I will also illustrate my 2019 year with field sketches and paintings.

On the last day of 2018 5 Waxwings were seen at dusk in the Asda Car Park in Totton. It was a bit 
unexpected as it certainly wasn’t cold in Hampshire and not many Waxwings make it down this far. A 
cold snap was forecast and perhaps the Waxwings had anticipated it.

We were staying with Mum and Dad for New Year and Dad and I planned to head down there the next 
morning. They were seen again and the group had swelled to 11 individuals, Dad and I set off after 
breakfast for an exciting first bird of the year!

The birds had been seen distantly from the car park and had also been seen near the Civic Centre. We 
headed there first but there was no sign of the birds or many birders. We decided to walk back towards 
Asda and met another birder coming the other way, he said that they had been seen flying away from 
the car park towards the Civic Centre but had then headed off east. We followed in that direction.

After a few minutes looking for gardens 
with berries we heard them calling and 
fairly soon had them in the top of a 
bare tree on the junction of Testwood 
Lane and Beaumont Road on the east 
side of Totton. I managed to get my 
sketching stuff out and made a few 
brief sketches.

After a few minutes they flew off and 
we followed again. Their amazing trilling 
calls allowed us to keep track of them 
and we relocated them on Jennings 
Lane sat in the top of a large Oak tree. 
Here they remained for several minutes 
calling and preening and this allowed 
me to get more sketches. 

I love the yellow tips to the tail, the 
yellow primary lines and the lovely red 
tips to the adult tertial feathers. 
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