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Dear residents and permit holders of Needs Ore,

This spring/summer has been a challenging one with drought conditions everywhere and not as 
much available water. But this didn’t stop our regular nesting birds arriving and nesting again this 
year.

Overall, we had a good number of breeding birds on the reserve including Lapwing, Redshank, Avo-
cet, Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover and Little Ringed Plover.

This year we trialled nest cameras (in conjunction with Mike Short of the Game and Wildlife Conser-
vation Trust) on a selection of wader nests to learn more about them. This led to us discovering that 
predation levels on the reserve were very high, predators such as Fox, Badger, Carrion Crow, Raven, 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, Great Black-backed Gull and even New Forest Ponies.

Some solutions can be put in place for next year including electric fencing to help in areas where Fox 
and Badger are the problems and we have also been trialling nest cages for Ringed Plover and Little 
Ringed Plover with great success - virtually every caged nest hatched chicks this year.

Ringed Plover has been an extremely good news story for us. Whilst working with the RSPB on a 
shoreline breeding bird project across the whole of Hampshire/Solent it seems that Needs Ore 
has the last core breeding population of Ringed Plover left in Hampshire. With this knowledge it is 
imperative that we do all we can to get successful broods of this species away so they can start to 
colonise other areas along the Solent Coastline.

Redshank by Chris Button
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The nest camera monitoring and caging will be continued next year as it’s been so successful in help-
ing to identify the problems that these ground nesting waders are facing.

This newsletter includes a brief summary of breeding outcomes for the key species on the reserve. 
Going forward we’re looking forward to next year’s breeding season with high hopes for increased 
productivity from these birds.

Shelduck by Chris Button

Also, more works have recently been completed, more reedbed management in the northwest corner 
of Blackwater waterbody to reduce reed encroachment on open standing water and allow the reed 
to regenerate. De L’Orne lagoon has had some new additional scrapes/islands/channels created 
with similar work also undertaken at Great Marsh lagoon, so, a rather busy period for works at 
Needs Ore.

Our resident ‘’Friends of Needs Ore” volunteer group is growing in numbers, which is great, they have 
been keeping busy with various tasks which as always, I am extremely grateful for. If anyone wants 
anymore information on any issues on the reserve, please feel free to contact me either via email 
adam.wells@naturalengland.org or phone 01590 616236. 

I will now hand over to Natural England volunteer wardens Chris Button and Ian Williamson for an 
update on reserve sightings.
 
Adam Wells, MSc
Reserve Manager North Solent NNR
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Bird Sightings - Summer 2022

June started brightly with an Osprey on the 2nd. This relatively late date would suggest an immature 
bird which would not be breeding this year. 

Produced by Natural England voluntary wardens Ian Williamson and Chris Button. All photos 
taken on the reserve by Ian & Chris ©

June 2022 Round Up

Osprey

Cuckoos were still vocal in the first week while one lucky observer connected with a Honey Buzzard 
on the 7th. Although probably annual, you have to be in the right place at the right time as these 
migratory raptors do not hang around but fly straight over the reserve heading for breeding grounds 
potentially in the New Forest.

Twenty Sanderling on the 7th were probably non-breeders given their plumage while three linger-
ing Little Terns gave hope for potential breeding. The 11th proved to be a good day for observing 
breeding successes on the reserve with broods of Shelduck, Gadwall, Little Grebe, Egyptian Goose & 
Cetti’s Warbler also being noted. 
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Gadwall

Our only pair of Kestrels this year were also successful in raising two chicks. Our Mute Swans did 
not fair so well and sadly lost all five of their cygnets possibly to Great Black-backed Gulls.

juvenile Lapwing
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The 23rd brought an impressive count of ten Little Ringed Plover including three juveniles. A pleasing 
success for this rare and local UK breeding species. 

Other fledged species noted the same day included Redshank, Avocet, Lapwing, Ringed Plover & 
Pochard. 

juvenile Avocet

juvenile Ringed Plover
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Fledged however does not mean they are safe and the young birds still have to run the gauntlet of 
numerous predators, for example Raven, Grey Heron, Black-backed Gulls, Otter, Fox, Badger as well 
as several birds of prey.

Lapwing and Marsh Harrier

Towards the end of the month it was excellent to hear reports of “churring” Nightjar while a Green 
Sandpiper suggested early passage migration or perhaps a failed breeder.

Green Sandpiper
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July can often prove to be a quiet month in terms of activity. Most species have finished breeding and 
the dawn chorus has all but gone. Waders that have bred up in the Arctic Circle are now on the move 
(known as passage migration) and will use the reserve as a feeding stop-over. 

This was further evidenced on the 1st with a Spotted Redshank along with two Common Sandpiper. 

July 2022 Round Up

Greenshank

Spotted Redshank
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Whimbrel

It was good to hear of breeding success with one of our resident species. An adult Green Woodpecker 
was seen with two juveniles on the 12th. 

During the second week of July four Green Sandpiper & four Whimbrel were all returning birds while 
the Dutch-ringed Spoonbill was still present. 

juvenile Green Woodpecker
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Little Ringed Plover

Great White Egret

A Great White Egret was one of several noted during the second half of the month. 

Eight Little Ringed Plovers on the 14th were followed by twenty-two returning Black-tailed Godwits 
the next day while seven juvenile Spoonbill were observed on the 21st. 
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Three Wheatear on the 26th and a juvenile Redstart two days later were evidence that migration 
“going the other way” was already beginning.

Wheatear

Sandwich Tern

Notable WeBS counts on the 17th included at least twenty-six Little Egret, two hundred plus 
Mediterranean Gulls, five Greenshank, three Sandwich Tern and a Hobby which was no doubt drawn 
to the large number of Sand Martins which were perched on the fence by Shore Hide.
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The driest & hottest month for many years made Needs Ore look a very barren place. As water levels 
receded, the reserve had an “Everglades” feel about it with large flocks of herons and egrets merging 
to maximise feeding opportunities before it was too late. 

At times there were double figures of Grey Heron & Little Egret with good counts of Spoonbill, Great 
White Egret and even a juvenile Cattle Egret joining the feeding frenzy.

August 2022 Round Up

Grey Heron

Passage waders are an expected feature during August; their breeding window in the Arctic is an 
incredibly short one and they are soon back on the reserve feeding up before departing to wherever 
they choose to winter. 

There were good numbers of Greenshank, Black-tailed Godwit & Green Sandpiper available throughout 
the month plus Common Sandpiper and Spotted Redshank. 
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Common Sandpiper

Two Wood Sandpipers which were noted on the 3rd were then seen most days while the seven Little 
Ringed Plovers observed on the 6th were almost certainly our successful breeding birds which will no 
doubt be leaving us soon for their African wintering quarters.
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Wood Sandpiper

Birds of prey were in evidence as usual with regular sightings of Hobby, at least two Osprey, Marsh 
Harrier, Peregrine, White-Tailed Eagle, Kestrel & Common Buzzard. 

Wheatear
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Ruff

Yellow Wagtail

Returning passerine passage migrants included a Wheatear on the 5th, a Tree Pipit the following 
day, Garden Warbler on the 9th and seven Yellow Wagtails on the 24th. The latter can often be seen 
feeding at the feet of the cattle looking for insects before continuing their migration south. 

A Ruff on the 26th was perhaps the first one so far this year. 
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Redstart

While two days later three Common Redstart and six Whinchat were noteworthy. 

Whinchat
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Spotted Flycatcher

A count of seven Spotted Flycatchers the same day was exceptional (the highest count since 1953!)

A WeBS count on the 14th provided the following highlights: Curlew 89, Mediterranean Gull 84, Common 
Gull 6, Cattle Egret, Great White Egret, Spoonbill 2, Little Egret 24 and 5 Little Ringed Plover juveniles.
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Wildlife Sightings - Summer 2022
Produced by Natural England voluntary wardens Ian Williamson and Chris Button. All photos 
taken on the reserve by Ian & Chris ©

Mammals

A bat detector near Black Water House recorded all of the common bats as well as the rarer Grey long-
eared bat, Barbastelle and Leisler’s bat.

From the hide at Venner a pair of Otters were seen on the 9th July and then another single Otter was 
there on the 8th August.

Grey Seals were seen regularly from the Sailing Club and a pair of Common Seals were seen from there 
on the 5th August. 

A Roe Deer and fawn were watched wading across from the island on Venner. 

Roe Deer
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Marbled White

Butterflies

Otter

The first Meadow Browns appeared on the 4th June feeding on Corky-fruited Water Dropwort on the 
Flooded Fields. Painted Ladies were in good numbers in a warm spell mid-June and Marbled Whites 
were looking for thistles from the 23rd June. Small Skipper also emerged that day, on brambles near 
Thrift Corner.
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Essex Skipper

Clouded Yellow butterflies were seen on three occasions – the 24th July, 8th August and 28th August.

Dragonflies

The first male Azure Damselfly and Common Blue Damselfly were on the wing on the 1st June. 

Azure Damselfly

The first Silver-studded Blue was on the wing on the 2nd July and Purple Hairstreaks were flitting 
above Warren Lane’s short oaks on the same day. A visit to Sims Wood (within the North Solent NNR) 
on the 16th July produced White Admiral, Essex Skipper (you can see the black undersides to the 
antennae in the photo below) and Silver-washed Fritillary. 
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Southern Mirgant Hawker

On the 7th June the first Common Darter appeared near Gravelly Crossroads, a teneral individual with 
silvery wings. The first Ruddy Darter appeared next to Shore Hide on the 25th June, a lovely male 
showing the deep red colouration, wasted abdomen and black legs.

The first Black-tailed Skimmer was seen in front of Pullen Hide on the 2nd July and a Broad-bodied 
Chaser was perched near Black Water Hide on the 14th July. 

The dragonfly highlight of the month was undoubtedly a male Southern Migrant Hawker who was seen 
patrolling the ditch adjacent to the Shore Hide from the 21st July until the 7th August even though the 
ditch was bone-dry by then. The brilliant blue eyes and blue abdomen (no brown) separate this from 
the far commoner Migrant Hawker which is on the reserve in large numbers from late July onwards.

This is exactly the same place as last year’s August male. It seems very likely that Southern Migrant 
Hawkers are breeding here, amazing given that they have only just colonised the south east. Southern 
Migrant Hawker is a univoltine species, that is to say it completes its life-cycle in one year and so this 
individual could well be the offspring of the male I saw last August.

Migrant Hawkers were on the wing from the 7th August and quickly became by far the commonest 
dragonfly on the reserve. Much more unusual was a Golden-ringed Dragonfly at De L’Orne Hide on the 
20th August. Surprisingly no Emperor Dragonflies were reported during the period. 



21

A u t u m n  2 0 2 2

Needs Ore National Nature Reserve

During the June to August quarter I ran 22 overnight traps on the reserve. Although it‘s a lot of work 
to set up four or more traps and two generators it was well worth it with lots of county highlights.

Eucosma aemulana could be the first adult ever recorded in the county although it may have needed 
dissection for 100% certainty on the identification. 

Moths

White Colon hasn’t been seen by anyone anywhere in Hampshire since 2017. 

Eucosma aemulana

White Colon



22

A u t u m n  2 0 2 2

Needs Ore National Nature Reserve

Ringed Border

Two Ringed Borders at Sims Wood were the fifth county records and likely to be the first breeding 
records. 

Crescent Striped was only the fourth in Hampshire in the last 15 years.

Cresent Striped
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Grey Scalloped Bar is only the fourth in Hampshire in the last eight years.

Rnged Carpet

Ringed Carpet is only the fourth in Hampshire in the last seven years.

Grey Scalloped Bar

In addition there were no records in 2021 in Hampshire of Epermenia aequidentellus, Euchromius 
ocellea, Ancylosis oblitella and Coleophora salicorniae and the following species were recorded only 
once last year in Hampshire – Cosmopterix lienigiella, Gelechia sororculella, Scrobipalpa ocellatella 
and Cedestis subfasciella.
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Also, the following moths were recorded on fewer than five occasions in the county in 2021 – Acleris 
kochiella, Saltmarsh Plume, Anarsia spartiella, Crescent, Brown-veined Wainscot, Coleophora limoniella, 
Olive, Celypha rosaceana, Antler Moth, Epremenia falciformis, Small Mottled Willow, Jersey Mocha, 
Dotted Clay, Stenotechia gemmella, Opostega salaciella and Rosy Wave.

It was also great to target the Crimson Underwings at Sims Wood in mid-August and get both of them. 

Light Crimson Underwing and Dark Crimson Underwing
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NEEDS ORE NNR BREEDING BIRD SUMMARY 2022
This is a summary of the breeding bird survey for the reserve. The main target species are summa-
rised on this front page. 

Lapwing
Four juvenile birds were confirmed as fledging to the flying stage. Three of these were from a 
nest on Warren Shore where three newly hatched chicks were seen on the 17th May. The only other 
success on the reserve appears to be the single chick on Gravelly Marsh West which was flying from 
the 2nd July. This is not a great return from the estimated 25-30 pairs and down from the twelve 
chicks that were thought to have fledged last year. Just like last year the only successes were from 
Warren Shore and Gravelly Marsh with the Warren Farm pairs all failing again. With camera data 
showing that Badgers and Foxes are the main predators we have purchased 10 x 100 metre electric 
fences to be used as predator control in 2023.  

Redshank
Fifteen pairs nested across the reserve with at least five fully or nearly fully fledged birds 
seen. Seven other younger chicks were also seen where final outcomes weren’t confirmed. The 
15 nesting pairs (based on calling and flight display) were split - seven pairs on the Gins, two pairs 
around De L’Orne Scrape, two pairs on Flooded Fields/Flooded Field Ditches, two pairs on Great 
Marsh, one pair on Gravelly Marsh West and one pair on Venner Wigeon Ditch. 

Ringed Plover
25 pairs nested across the reserve. The vast majority of early nests were predated but with 
the intervention of protective nest cages nine second broods hatched with 23 chicks fledging. 
Another four remaining nests were still active at the end of the survey. Almost all of the successful 
nests were from within the protection of the cages.

Avocet
Eleven juvenile birds were successfully fledged from 18 nesting pairs. The majority of the suc-
cesses coming from Great Marsh with eight birds fledging from here and three birds from De L’Orne 
Scrape. The 18 nesting pairs were split - 12 pairs on De L’Orne Scrape, 2 pairs on De L’Orne Lagoon 
and 4 pairs on Great Marsh. Data from the cameras suggest that almost all Avocet chicks get out of 
the egg but very few subsequently fledge with a heavy toll from avian predators particularly Ravens 
this year. It’s difficult to produce a strategy to deal with avian predators where the way the species 
flushes mean that cages can’t be used. It is interesting that the Avocets at Great Marsh largely seem 
to escape this predation. 

Oystercatcher
Six juvenile birds were successfully fledged from 17 nesting pairs. A reasonable return for this 
long-lived wader. Successes were - Sailing Club (2 juvs), De L’Orne Scrape (2 juvs), LRP Beach (1 
juv) and Beach House Beach (1 juv). The 17 nesting pairs were at - De L’Orne (3 pairs), Gins (1 pair), 
Venner Island (2 pairs), Warren Shore and Gull Island (5 pairs), Sailing Club (3 pairs), Flooded Fields 
(1 pair), LRP Beach (1 pair), Beach House Beach (1 pair). Camera data indicates heavy predation by 
Foxes, Crows and Gulls. One of the priorities for 2023 is to design a cage which will protect Oyster-
catchers on the nest. Aperture size is important to allow the birds to access but block Gulls, Crows 
and Foxes.  
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Little Ringed Plover
A pair successfully raised four chicks on Gins East. This follows on from last year’s first ever 
breeding success. It is possible that a second pair were also successful. The protective cage certain-
ly saved the brood as a Fox was caught on camera staring through the bars of the cage the week 
before hatching. 

Other species

Little Grebe
There was successful breeding on Venner, Black Water and Pullen with up to ten different 
chicks/juveniles seen.

Mute Swan
The Mute Swans appeared to have had their five cygnets predated. On the 26th May I saw them 
squaring up to a pair of Great Black-backed Gulls on Venner South and over the subsequent few 
weeks the number of cygnets appeared to drop each time I saw them with the last one seen on the 
4th June.

Shelduck
At least six different broods were seen, mainly around Black Water/Venner/De L’Orne with up 
to 25 chicks/juveniles seen in early June and perhaps 11 fully fledged birds surviving into July. 

Gadwall
At least five broods were seen, mainly on Venner, with a maximum of 25 chicks. A female was 
with six small chicks near the layby at the Reedy Ditch on 29th May and then on the 25th June 12 
chicks were seen on Venner across 2 broods (7 larger and 5 smaller). On the 2nd July four different 
broods comprising 19 ducklings of various ages were seen around Venner.

Pochard
A pair successfully raised three chicks on Black Water. The chicks were first seen on the 31st May 
with four initially but one chick was lost in early June. The remaining three juvenile birds were seen 
regularly on Black Water through to late July at least. Black Water is one of very few breeding sites 
for Pochard in Hampshire. 

Peregrine
No breeding attempt this year. Last year’s adult female disappeared over the winter and a young 
first year female came in to replace her pairing up with the existing male. They bonded quickly and 
were seen mating regularly on Gull Island. There is precedence for one year old female Peregrines 
breeding but there was no evidence of breeding this year. The pair stayed together throughout the 
season often seen flying up and down the river and perching on prominent trees and gate posts on 
the far bank. On the 26th March they were seen to pair up and chase off another male. If the pair 
hang around then there is a good chance of breeding in 2023. The last successful breeding here was 
in 2019. 
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Common Tern
Several pairs were seen prospecting for nest sites throughout the season although no breeding 
was attempted either on the rafts at De L’Orne or on Great Marsh. On the 14th May a pair was 
seen defending one of the rafts on De L’Orne Lagoon from Black-headed Gulls and on the 3rd July a 
pair was seen displaying, nest scraping and chasing off Black-headed Gulls on De L’Orne. They tried 
several islands before flying off over Black Water. Pairs were also seen calling and landing at Great 
Marsh on several occasions throughout the summer. They last bred here in 2019.

Little Tern
No breeding. On the 7th June three adults were seen prospecting the end of Gull Island landing on 
suitable areas of sandy gravel although there was no subsequent breeding attempt. 

Nightjar
Two pairs bred. It is thought that one pair raised two young on Gravelly Marsh while the nest of a 
second pair near the Cottages was predated. 

Swallow
One or two broods fledged from Mary Monts bungalow. Early in the season a pair was regularly 
collecting mud from Mary Monts Pools and a pair was seen prospecting near the Cottages. A group 
of eight Swallows were feeding over Venner in the rain on the 27th June, they included six short-
tailed juveniles and other groups of Swallows including juveniles were seen feeding over Pullen on 
several dates in July.

Skylark
A minimum of 12 territories were recorded across the season, down slightly from recent years. 
Most of the territories were around Warren Farm (De L’Orne South, the Lapwing Fields, Three Fields 
and the Flooded Fields) with seven pairs here and another four pairs on the Gins and a single pair 
north of the Flight Pond.

Meadow Pipit
A good year with a minimum of 18 territories recorded across the season and successful breed-
ing was recorded from at least four locations. The territories were split between seven pairs on 
Warren Farm (De L’Orne South, the Lapwing Fields, Three Fields and the Flooded Fields), seven pairs 
on the Gins and four pairs in the area around Great Marsh. A nest with five eggs was found on LRP 
Beach on 12th May and the three chicks were ringed two days later (two eggs didn’t hatch). All three 
chicks were seen being fed by adults on the 21st May. 

Stonechat
A minimum of 13 territories were recorded across the season with successful breeding record-
ed on seven occasions from six different locations. A nest was found near the Gravelly Beach Hut 
on the 12th April, within a week the adults were returning with food and on the 24th April five chicks 
were ringed. All five chicks fledged and were seen regularly in the following few weeks. On the 23rd 
June a second brood of at least two chicks (neither ringed) was seen close by, perhaps the same 
parents. 
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Sedge Warbler
Five singing males were counted on the reserve on the 7th May.  

Reed Warbler
A minimum of 40 territories were recorded across the season. There were 28 territories around 
Black Water and the adjacent ditches, four at Pullen, single pairs at Gravelly Pool, the Reedy Ditch 
and Shore Hide ditch, two pairs along Kingfisher Ditch and seven more in the ditches out towards 
the Gins. 

Cetti’s Warbler
A minimum of 14 territories were recorded across the season. Cetti’s Warbler is a notoriously 
secretive species and no breeding was proven. The main populations were Black Water with four 
pairs and Gravelly/Great Marsh with three pairs. There were also pairs at the Gins, the Cottages, the 
Viewing Gate, the Reedy Ditch and Pullen Scrub.

Reed Bunting
A minimum of 14 territories were recorded across the season with successful breeding record-
ed at least once. A nest was found around Black Water and three chicks fledged from there. Other 
than this, males were regularly seen singing above likely nest sites but nest building or food carrying 
was not observed. The main territories were Black Water with four pairs and the Gins also with four 
pairs. 

Dartford Warbler
A pair bred successfully on Gravelly near the Ringing Area. The first succesful breeding in five 
years. Two young males (both ringed in the autumn, probably by Graham) had been seen in the area 
from the 26th March with a female then seen from the 16th April. Although they became elusive a 
male was seen carrying food and a female carrying a faecal sac on 13th May. This is the first suc-
cessful breeding on the reserve for five years and one of the highlights of the year.

Lesser Whitethroat
A minimum of six territories were recorded across the season. The Cottages, the Viewing Gate, 
Gravelly Crossroads, the Flight Pond, Great Marsh Scrub and the Ringing Area. 


