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Dear permit holders/residents,

Firstly, wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a peaceful and healthy New Year.
 
Well winter has certainly arrived at the time you get this newsletter, once again the weather has 
played its part in making nature find it hard to thrive. It seems with climate change that I am always 
reporting more and more extreme weather conditions. Either hottest, wettest, coldest, and this sum-
mer the driest drought conditions I have witnessed on the reserve.

Winter species have finally arrived on the reserve, Brent Geese, Wigeon and Teal. I say finally be-
cause many species were at least a month later arriving, once again weather factors contributing to 
this. But now the cold arctic blast has reach Scandinavia and northern parts of the UK, pushing more 
migratory birds further south to us.

Now is the time of year that lots of habitat management takes place, especially clearing scrub, our 
regular groups of volunteers have been out helping to do tasks all over the reserve in various habi-
tats, as always, I must thank all my volunteers for all their hard work throughout the year.

Volunteers removing pine saplings and bramble on the NNR
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Pine removal

Volunteers have a well-earned cuppa and a cake
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Some Important information
 
This year, the Beaulieu Estate and Natural England have been working within some of the water 
bodies, ongoing maintenance, but also to create more islands and change the topography of some of 
the lagoons and pools. This work is part of an ongoing plan to increase nesting and roosting oppor-
tunities for a number of species, and also hopefully make a more diverse mix of feeding areas for 
different species. 

One of our main aims is to increase the capacity for nesting Avocet, the numbers of which have been 
steadily growing on the reserve over the past decade.

Across the reserve we do have a diverse mix of nesting bird interest; from small warblers to ground 
nesting waders and of course the gulls and terns – many of them are individually of high conserva-
tion concern, but such a diverse mix is extremely important.  As part of our contact and communica-
tions we thought it prudent to remind everyone on and around the reserve to please be mindful of 
our nesting interests, many of which are hidden among the grassland and scrub – carefully managed 
by Beaulieu Estate for the very purpose of increasing the nesting success. 

Cattle Egret sketches by Chris Button

From the beginning of March (and often earlier) through to August many species will start to seek 
out territories and nesting sites, and might even try to nest multiple times. During this time, we, as 
reserve staff and others involved in the management of the reserve try to minimise disturbance to 
our nesting interest, and we kindly ask you to do the same. The species we have here at Needs Ore 
are particularly susceptible to disturbance and when repeated this can have detrimental impacts on 
the success of individuals, colonies and the site as a whole.
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It might be worth noting that disturbance to some of our resident nesting species can be an offence 
under law. It is not permitted to walk any dogs onto the reserve, the only areas where dogs can be 
exercised is along Warren Lane, and we would ask that upmost care is taken around Needs Ore point 
(and the Boat Club), as some species nest on the ground throughout this area. 

If you own cats, we would strongly urge you to fit them with a collar and bell, and try to restrict their 
access to areas where our birds are nesting and/or have chicks – chicks of ground nesting species are 
extremely susceptible to predation by cats. 

Kingfisher sketches by Chris Button

In the past all parties involved in this area of the reserve have agreed to share a common goal of 
privacy, security and protection of the existing nature and animal/bird life of the site – which I would 
imagine remains unchanged. We ask that as we do, all residents continue to comply with these 
agreements and that you inform all of your visitors and/or guests of these to ensure the continued 
good relationship with site staff and permit holders.

The following are the outline agreements that still remain in place on the reserve to achieve these 
goals:

• Natural England/Beaulieu Estate shall issue annual, and day permits to visitors to Needs   
 Ore, explaining site rules and providing a map of access routes. A dated and/or numbered  
 permit should be on display in any vehicle using the site, which should only park at the   
 ‘shore hide’ or adjacent to the boat club house.

• The cars of sailing club members should display a similar permit.

• All residents and staff to speak to drivers or report to site/estate staff any vehicle (other   
 than those belonging to residents and/or guests) that do not display an appropriate permit.
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• Needs Ore bird watching and sailing club permits should state that such visitors should   
            respect the privacy of the residents and that no foot traffic is allowed to the seaside in front  
 of the cottages at any time, and speed limits to be adhered to along Warren Lane to Needs  
 Ore point.

• If there is any specific activity of special interest to Natural England in these specified areas  
 and outside of the nesting season, Natural England have only to inform the residents who   
 will be more than happy to respond accordingly.

We restrict access to Warren Shore to allow the birds along the shingle and saltmarsh to have sanc-
tuary from disturbance. The mouth of the Beaulieu River, also known as Gull Island, is included in this 
restriction, however remains a sanctuary all year round. If you do see anyone entering these areas 
particularly during the nesting season (1st April – 31st August), we would urge you to contact the 
reserve and estate staff.

We will be carrying out a variety of survey and monitoring work through the spring/summer, and 
you may see us or our volunteers out and about. An important survey that is carried out around the 
reserve is the ‘Wetlands Bird Survey’ (WeBS).  The survey is carried out on one Sunday each month, 
coinciding with the highest tide (to make counting more accurate).  Please see the next page for 
information and dates of the counts for near future.

I hope that these points and bits of information may help us all to have a positive spring and sum-
mer. We hope to get more information out to all involved and around the National Nature Reserve 
about goings on and good news, sightings and other interest points. If you would be interested in 
hearing bits of information from us, then please let me know. If you do ever see or hear anything on 
or around the reserve that you think may be of interest to us, then again, please get in touch.

Many thanks,

Adam Wells 
Natural England Reserve Manager – North Solent NNR
  
01590 616236
07557 758245
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Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS)

The Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS) monitors non-breeding waterbirds in the UK. The principal aims of 
WeBS are to identify population sizes, determine trends in numbers and distribution, and identify 
important sites for waterbirds.

We would appreciate if at all possible that land managers and users (including residents) of the site 
try to keep disturbance during a ‘WeBS weekend’ to a minimum, to ensure we have an accurate count 
across the site. We will also be putting up a notice to all residents and visitors closer to each WeBS 
count to remind all around the site that it will be taking place.

The survey tries to take in as much of the reserve around Warren and Park Farm as feasible, includ-
ing the fields, sea walls, pools, saltmarsh and estuary/river. If the birds here are disturbed, as I’m 
sure you will have seen at times, there is the chance that they leave the site completely. Although 
temporarily, this will have huge impacts on the results of the survey as they will not be counted at 
all. We base a lot of the conservation decisions on data collected through this survey, and so we 
hope you can understand how important it is that we manage to carry out as complete and undis-
turbed a survey as possible.

For more information on the Wetland Birds Survey – go to www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/webs

Dates for Needs Ore, Warren Farm & Park Shore 2023, all dates are Sundays:

• Jan 22nd 2023
• Feb 19th 2023
• Mar 12th 2023
•  9th April 2023
•  7th May 2023
•  4th June 2023

Grey Plover
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Avian Influenza (bird flu)

Just to heighten awareness of Avian influenza, there have been lots of cases of avian influenza 
across the UK, even along the South Coast where we are. Yet we have not encountered it here on 
the reserve, but we need to be vigilant.

Any dead bird sightings can be reported directly to DEFRA or you can contact me for advice, now I 
do need to highlight that bird deaths occur naturally, this can be from old age, predation, extreme 
weather, wildfowling, and other viruses bird can get. So, to avoid confusion DEFRA have advised the 
following:

Only report dead birds with following criteria:

1 or more dead birds of prey
3 or more dead birds (geese, wildfowl, gulls)
5 or more of any other species of bird

It is important to report dead birds and if you come across them DO NOT APPROACH, TOUCH, PICK 
UP and try to avoid being directly down wind from any dead birds.

Please contact me to report any cases, my contact details are as follows.

Adam.wells@naturalengland.org.uk
01590 616236
07557 758245
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Bird Sightings - Autumn 2022

The month where migration really kicks into gear. Passage waders were in evidence throughout with 
regular species such as Green Sandpiper, Little Ringed Plover, Greenshank, Knot, Bar-tailed Godwit, 
Spotted Redshank and Common Sandpiper being joined by more scare visitors to the reserve such as 
Wood Sandpiper, Ruff & Little Stint.

September 2022 Round Up

Wood Sandpiper

juvenile Knot

Produced by Natural England voluntary wardens Ian Williamson and Chris Button. All photos 
taken on the reserve by Ian & Chris © unless otherwise stated.
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A White-tailed Eagle was noted on the 1st while the 3rd & 4th had three Osprey, several Whinchat, 
Spotted Flycatcher, Yellow Wagtail & Redstart. 

Ruff

Bar-tailed Godwit
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Whinchat

Spotted Flycatcher
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Star of the month was a Wryneck that was discovered on the 12th south of the Pullen hide. The hab-
itat there always screams Wryneck but rarely delivers. This superb little woodpecker was available 
for just two days only sadly. The same or another had a longer stay at Lepe subsequently.

Wryneck

A Black Tern was watched flying east along Warren Shore on the 17th while a Brent Goose the next 
day was a reasonably early record. A ringtail Hen Harrier was also reported on the 18th and two 
Great White Egrets were jousting with each other the following day.
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Seasons can often overlap in October. This is reflected with sightings of birds on the reserve which 
may only be seen “together” for a few days a year. 

Our first significant Dark-Bellied Geese flock were a very welcome sight when thirty were seen on the 
8th. They had successfully made it back from their breeding grounds on the Arctic coasts of Russia. As 
the number of returning birds grew it became clear that they had a high proportion of juveniles with 
them suggesting that their breeding season had been a good one. 

The same day there were still House Martins & Swallows in evidence. They will have a significant 
journey south on their radars soon.  

Summer migrants continued to be noted over the next few days with sightings of Yellow Wagtail, 
Hobby, two Osprey plus Tree Pipit, Whinchat & Wheatear. 

October 2022 Round Up

Dark-bellied Brent Goose
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Swallow photo by Dimitri Moore

Wheatear
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Chiffchaff

Tree Pipit
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A Bearded Tit was a good find on the 18th. A very irregular visitor to the reserve, these cracking birds 
are one of the most attractive of species; the male being an absolute stunner. It is a real shame that 
they breed here so rarely, the last time was in 2012. 

On the 22nd the weather felt like it was changing & there were lots of passerines in evidence with 
notable movements of Brambling, Redpoll & Siskin. However, the two birds of the day were undoubtedly 
Ring Ouzel & Snow Bunting, both difficult birds to connect with at Needs Ore.

Snow Bunting photo by Brain Fairbrother

Arctic Tern
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November was remarkably mild will little sign of winter at any stage. The unseasonal temperatures 
tempted this stunning adult Arctic Tern to stay for the first nine days of the month at times showing 
exceptionally well. This was one of the latest ever Hampshire records for this “high-mileage” traveller.

November 2022 Round Up

Arctic Tern

Thirty Redwing & four Fieldfare on the 4th suggested (wrongly as it turned out) that there may be 
changes in temperature afoot while on the same day there was noticeable movements of Woodpigeon 
& finches. Three Dartford Warblers was also a pleasing record.

A superb adult Arctic Tern visited the Beaulieu Estuary on the 25th and remained to the end of the 
month showing very well on occasions by the Sailing Club. 

On the 30th the first Merlin of the season finished the month on a high.

WeBS (Wetland Bird Survey) highlights (9th) included 18 Pintail, 140 Wigeon, 12 Little Egret & 80 
Redshank
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Fieldfare

Dartford Warbler
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Peregrine

The 6th proved to be a stellar day if you like your birds of prey. Merlin, Short-eared Owl & Goshawk 
all graced the reserve along with our regular raptors such as two Marsh Harriers, Peregrine, Kestrel, 
Sparrowhawk & Common Buzzard.

Short-eared Owl photo by Alan Lewis
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Firecrest

Buzzard

Six Hawfinch on the 13th was an outstanding record of this shy and scarce finch while two days later 
the “white” Ruff which normally spends its time at Keyhaven, paid a visit to De L’Orne & appeared to 
enjoy the company of our Avocets. A Firecrest on the 20th lit up a dull afternoon showing very nicely 
on the path to the Blackwater hides.



20

W i n t e r  2 0 2 2

Needs Ore National Nature Reserve

Kittiwake photo by Alan Lewis

The fierce weather towards the end on the month brought some excitement in terms of sea-birds. A 
Sooty Shearwater on the 26th was noted by a few lucky observers as it toured the Solent and was also 
seen by several birders viewing from Hill Head/Titchfield Haven. Other notable sightings the same day 
included at least thirty storm blown Kittiwakes, Little Gull & Black-Throated Diver.

The following day also rewarded those brave enough to venture out. A Leach’s Petrel was found sat on 
the sea drifting west while Arctic Skua, two Red Throated Divers, Common Scoter & twelve Eider also 
kept scopes pointing towards the Isle of Wight. The WeBS (Wetland Bird Survey) count that day as 
well as the Petrel, noted nine hundred Dunlin, seven Spoonbill and a wintering Sandwich Tern.
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Wildlife Sightings - Autumn 2022
Produced by Natural England voluntary wardens Ian Williamson and Chris Button. All photos 
taken on the reserve by Ian & Chris © unless otherwise stated.

Mammals

An Otter was watched catching a fish from Black Water hide on the 17th October and a walk along 
Warren Shore on the 4th November produced a dead Bottlenose Dolphin washed up at Teal Point.

A group of five Sika Deer was an unexpected find near the Reedy Ditch layby on the 2nd September. 

Grey Seals were a regular sight on the river with four records in September including three at the same 
time on the 18th. There were three records in October, again with three on the 5th. They were also 
seen on two dates in the first week of November. The regularly seen pale Common Seal was loafing in 
the sun on Inchmery on several occasions in September and on two dates in October.

Common Seal
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Brown long-eared bat photo by Graham Giddens

Bottlenose Dolphin

This Brown long-eared bat was a surprising catch in the mist nets.
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Clouded Yellow

The extended flight period of the Common Blue includes a second brood which keeps them on the 
wing until October. This male was seen near Great Marsh on the 10th September.

Common Blue

Butterflies

September is the peak time for Clouded Yellows and they were seen on eight occasions during the 
month including two on the 10th. They were usually within a few meters of the sea often dashing past 
but occasionally stopping to nectar where they could find Thrift flowers, the last was seen on the 24th.  
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Migrant Hawker photo by Dimitri Moore

Other September butterflies included Small Copper, Small White, Red Admiral and Painted Lady all 
seen on the 10th September. A Red Admiral and a Painted Lady were also seen on the 4th November 
in unseasonably warm weather. 

In the autumn it’s usually just the Common Darter and Migrant Hawker that remain and there were 
plenty of Common Darters on the wing. They last long into the autumn and 15 were seen in a warm 
spell on 4th November. The last of the year was seen on the 20th November. 

Dragonflies

Migrant Hawker is the most abundant dragonfly in September, there were at least five on the 24th 
September and then singles were seen on another three dates in October, the last being on the 25th 
October. It’s normally the males that you see and so it was nice that a female was photographed. 

Common Darter
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Moths

In terms of rarity, the wildlife event of the autumn was the Crimson Speckled which was found on the 
grass near Mary Monts on 22nd October. This pretty moth occurs naturally in the Mediterranean and 
North Africa and typically arrives with warm air during the summer or autumn. This was only the 10th 
record for Hampshire. Remarkably, another Crimson Speckled was found near the Sluice Gate a week 
later.

Crimson Speckled

Rush Veneer

The Rush Veneer is a migrant moth which can be found in huge numbers in favourable conditions. 
There were thousands around the reserve on 10th September with clouds being kicked up from the 
long grass.
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Portland Ribbon Wave

Other interesting migrant moths included a Vestal near Wryneck Bushes on the 9th September and a 
Portland Ribbon Wave was new for the reserve on 3rd September.

A surprising record was a very late Hummingbird Hawk-moth in cold weather settling on the Sailing 
Club doors on 2nd November.

Hummingbird Hawk-moth

Finally, a very active Hornet nest closed the HFOC hide during late summer and early autumn.


